The Britiſh Intereſt on the Coaſt of Africa Conſider d, with the Intereſt of other Europeans, 
and the Politicks they uſed for Carrying on that Trade 


As to other Nations, a 
I. T HEY all agree in this, and eſtabliſh Joint Stocks, excluſive of all other their Subjects, with very great Privileges and 


Z 
* 


Encouragements. 
1 he Managers of thoſe Stocks have found it neceſſary, by conſent of the Natives of Africa, to erect Fortifications 
and Settlements, and take all Opportunities ( eſpecially the Dutch, who are the moſt Politick and Deligning People in 
Trade) to increaſe their Fortifications, and thereby very much to improve their Power on the Coaſt. | 
III. The Kings of thoſe Countries being numerous, they have always endeavour'd to fix a Friendſhip with as many of them as 
| they can, and in the Method of the Natives to make ſtrict Alliances, and agree to protect and aſſiſt them fo often as they ſhall be o- 
| prels'd by their Neighbours, and upon any urgent Occaſion to ſupply them with Advice, Arms and Ammunition, and the Natives, 
on their parts, are to bring down and encourage the Trade from the Inland-Countrics, to the ſeveral Settlements, in oppoſition to 
other Europeans that ſhall have Settlements. | | f 
Iv. Thoſe Nations who are ſtrongeſt, and moſt numerous in Settlements; and thoſe Alliances, and moſt punctual and powerful in 
ſup porting them, always enjoy the belt part of the Trade. 1 i : 4 
V. That ſo often as the Natives, Allies to different Nations Quarrel, if either Side be not ſupported, but happen to be worſted 
or overcome, the Trade to the Settlement, near to and of that Vanquiſh'd Allye, ſhall be intercepted, and ſo continue, until by the 
interpoſition of ſome ſtronger Powers, brought about by the Intereſt of the European General, can be hired or engaged to eſpouſe a Re- 
conciliation, which they do ſometimes by Perſuaſions, and ſometimes by Force, and that often Occaſions chargeable and tedious Wars, 
VI. That Fortifications, where they are of different Nations, and lye contiguous, ſhould ſome have thoſe Alliances, and ſupport 
them, and others have not an equal Intereſt and Regard thereof, thoſe laſt ſhould have no manner of Trade or Benefit by ſupporting 
Settlements, but muſt of Courſe relinquiſh them. N 


VII. This Support of Alliances, occaſions a very great Pollicy, Care and Expence, eſpecially where Settlements of different Intereſts 


are numerous, and Allies very many- | ES * 
VIII. The Natives Allies are kept the moſt firm and conſtant, where they have the greateſt Support and Dependance; and 'tis wit 
the greateſt Charge and Difficulty imaginable to continue their Friendſhip, if either be wanting. | «Ws 5 


: Wu 
IX. Thoſe who by Joint Stocks build Settlements, they are their Property, and the Goods in them belong to one and the ſame In- 
L tereſt ; and the Natives, their Allies, have no Trade with any but them, and alſo make it their buſineſs to bring the Inland-Natives 
A to their Settlements, whereby they become wholly dependant on the Intereſt they eſpouſe. WIR TT 
X. The Fortifications and Trade being in one and the fame Intereſt, ſometimes at very great Charge, they do, for the benefit of | _ . \ 
: | Trade, ſupport their Native Allies, as well as their ſeveral Settlements, and, as often as Occafion requires, give them Preſents, and 


keep them under a Pollicy of Management, the better and more certainly to have their Friendſhip. «| | 
; XI. Having concerted thoſe Alliances, they make the moſt advantage they can of them; and upon all Opportunities, when other a | 
European Traders fall under Hardſhips, Miſunderſtandings or Difficulties, the Native Allies of the Contrary Party are encourag'd to * 1 


increaſe it, in hopes to find their End therein by Improvement of their own Trade and Intereſt. 
This is, and ever hath been the conſtant Policy and Practice of the Dutch on the Coaſt of Africa. ES 


As to the Engliſh, Y , 


I. „ fi E Preſent * whilſt they enjoy'd the Trade in the ſame Nature as other Nations, preſerv'd and improv'd the Exgliſb | 


Intereſt on the Coaſt in the ſame manner, by building an equal Number of Settlements, and engaging in the like Number of 
Alliances as other Nations. 


II. The Company had concerted, by their well Management of the Natives, a more firm Intereſt on the Coaſt, and from thence 
a more certain and inlarg'd Trade than any other European Nation whatever, by which their Settlements were kept at a more eaſy 
Charge, and with great Security, tho' very Numerous and Contiguous with other European Settlements. 
III. Upon the leaſt Obſtruction to the Companies Affairs, by the undermining Practices of their Competitors, it was cuſtomary that 
the Natives, the Companies Allies would bring their Wives and Children into the Companies Settlements, or near them, under 
their Protection; and reſolve not to return until Juſtice was done on thoſe who Endeavoured to intercept the Companies Trade : 
or in any other manner offered to Injure them; and tho? this was not commonly ended by a Deciſive Battle, yet it always end- 
ed in 1 to the Satisfaction of the Companies Agents, and thereby not only preſerved, but increaſed their Inter- 
eſt and Trade. | 
IV. The Companies Settlements, and the whole Trade to them, being the Property of one and the ſame Intereſt ; the Natives 
were kept under a ſtrict Tye of Friendſhip, and brought and accuſtomed to part with their Negroes at moderate Prizes, and take 
the Companies Goods at a reaſona>le Advance; by which the Company was inabled to oblige the Natives with Preſents in the 
ſame degree as other Ewropeans did to their Allies; and by quick diſpatches of their Ships, with Young and Healthy Negroes, and 


large Returns in Gold; the Company was alſo enabled and encouraged always to ſend ſuch Supplies of Goods as the Coaſt would 
Vent, and to keep their Magazines conſtantly well ſtored with all forts Vendible Commodities: 


This was the conſtant Practice of the Company, attended with Succeſs, whilſt they enjoyed and managed it under one 
and the ſame Interelt. 


But ſo ſoon as the Trade became managed under ſeparate Intereſts by an open Trade, the Preſervation of the Exg1iſh Intereſt on the 
Coaſt, required much greater Trouble and Charge to preſerve it; and fo from time to time increaſed,to the great Hazard of its total Loſs. 


I. The Natives Allies become regardleſs of their Alliances, and inſtead of ſupporting the Intereſt of the Settlements, deſpiſe both 
chem and the Companies Agents, being told by open Traders, We are your Friends that Purchaſe your Negroes at high Prizes, and ſell 
\ you Goods Cheap; and tho you find it ſo now at the Settlements ; yet if you do not give us the preference, —— we leave you, then you muſt part wit li * 
our Negroes as formerly, at low Prizes, and pay the uſual Rates for Goods; and add, We are yoar Friends that give you contiuual Preſents, \ 
II. This the Companies Agents are obliged to bear with, and yet by Preſents and other Pollicies oblige the Natives in the beſt man- 
ner they can, and ſupport them in Alliances with one another, and in the Exgliſs Intereſt in general; which they find it very dif- 
ficult and chargeable to'do. — | — — — 18 re F wy en tp 6 — * — — — > 
III. Should not this be done, the Allies of other Nations would get the Aſcendant, and by that means ſuppreſs thoſe pretended 
| Friends to the open Traders; and thereby the whole Trade of the Exgliſb be intercepted, which is what has En bn at by the: | / 
| Competitors to the Engliſh Intereſt in that Trade; and this open Trade dos With good reaſon revive their hopes of Succeſs therein, 
and if not in time prevented, they will in all likelyhood gain their end. "6h 
IV. Theſe are Diſcouragements to the Company to ſend Supplies of Goods as heretofore; their Ships meet with no ſuitable diſ- 4 
patches or returns, but the Whole Trade, by reaſon of its different Intereſts is under Confuſion; the Alliances of this nature (where 
tere is neither Laws nor Courts of Juſtice) impracticable to be preſerved, and the Britiſb Intereſt under the greateſt Hazards. | 
| imaginable of being totally loſt. 
V. The Company have as yet by the Indefatigable Prudence of their Agents, and at the Companies great loſs of their Trade and 


Stock, ſupported this General Intereſt in the beſt manner it was poſſible, in hopes that having a Convenient time to lay it before the 
f Parliament, ſome effectual Care would be taken for Remed 1 * mY TO 0 LECT ne Ae GOO 9 ER the 
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> 
WL ou to e gern or dae er i wil plahet hat Fortifi d All he Cooft of Aﬀtica are 1 . 
Woe WE: C I pon mature Conſideratian, it will plainly appear, that Fortifications an ances on t ica are not to ; ; 
WE be ſupported under any Regulation, whilſt Perſons of different Intere Ii have 22 to Trade to them; and that there is no other way to | 8 & 
1 = ſupport them but by a Joint-Stock, by which means Negroes cn be bought Cheap on the Coaſt; and conſequently Sold at moderate ; 


 Prezes in the Plantations: And that unleſs Fortifications and Alliances, as aforeſaid, be up ana fupporied, the Trade will be 
 Fotally loft to this Nation, and end in Deſtrattion of the Plantations. ee by oh 7 


